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WEST BENTON REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY 
TUESDAY AUGUST 3RD, 2021 

WBRFA HEADQUARTERS STATION 310 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
Chairman Clizbe called to order the August 3rd, 2021, West Benton Regional Fire Authority regular 
meeting at 6:00pm and he then led the participants in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Commissioners Richard Clizbe, David Moon, and Shane Williams.  Dewey Holliday and Lisa 

Galbraith attended virtually via Zoom.       
Others in attendance: Fire Chief Seth Johnson, Fire Captain Scott Friend, Resident Firemen Jake Coleman 

and Hugo Guzman Jr, an Administrator Gayle Carrasco was also present.  The public audience 
included Randy Cobble.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No Public Comment 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Commissioner S. Williams made a motion to approve the consent agenda for August 3rd, 2021. 
Commissioner D. Moon seconded the motion. The motion carried.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1.) EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 

 

• Fire Chief S. Johnson reported parts have been trickling in for the last couple of weeks.  MES was on 
site and upgraded the air bottle storage.  This will double the storage capacity in both the compressor 
room and on the air truck to help with the 5,500 lb. bottles.  The department has received 8 new storage 
tanks that went into the SCBA room.  Those 4 have been sent out to be hydro-ed so everything has 
been cycling out.  He has double capacity ready to go in the compressor room, and he has 4 bottles 
mounted on the air truck waiting for the other 4 to come in.  The chief reported this has effectively 
doubled the air storage capacity.  SCBA brackets, with other parts and pieces are coming in.  Everything 
should be in once the bottles show up which is approximately in 3 weeks.  A training program has been 
laid out to take place in mid-September as well as a planned mid build inspection is South Dakota to 
look at the Type 1.  As for the Type 5, he has been in contact with Boise Mobile, which the vendor has 
reported they are having a little bit of a hard time finding chassis which is consistent with the current 
new vehicle market, this is common.  It will take Boise Mobile only a couple months to build the trucks.  
We are not late yet; Boise Mobile is trying to get the chassis delivered.  A discussion followed about 
the 3 major car company industry shutdowns.  This had made it difficult to get a confirmed date from 
the vendor to when these will be delivered.  
 

• Chairman Clizbe stated he had seen the new lockers had arrived.  Chief Johnson confirmed that the 
GEAR-EX were here.  The Chief is in the process of having these put together, they did arrive in IKEA 
like packing so this will take a few days to put these together.  Chairmen Clizbe asked Fire Chief 
Johnson the difference in the GEAR-EX.  Chief stated these are like what we have but they are on 
wheels, and mobile.  They have outgrown the current rack system; it had not been the most solid rack 
system to begin with.  He will combine “Structure & Wild-Land” gear.  Each person will not be running 
to different parts of the station.  They will have all their gear side by side in a locker, and those will be 
mobile so they can move them around the station.  It will be a bit tight, but once the department received 
the Type 1’s and move around the Type 5’s we will be at our ultimate apparatus, configuration. The 
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Fire Chief concluded his reports by inviting the commissioners to look at the new equipment and 
mentioned these are very solid.  

• Chairmen Clizbe asked about maintenance of equipment.  The Chief stated Hughes has been on-site to 
conduct the routine maintenance and servicing, and with this a fan assembly replacement was done.      

2.) EMS 
• Commissioner S. Williams stated there was nothing to report as new details as numbers are still being 

tossed back and forth between the agencies.  Commissioner Williams reassured Chairmen Clizbe they 
will get there.    

 
NEW BUSINESS 
1.) CORRESPONDENCES  

Governing Boards: 
• There were no Governing Board correspondence items to be discussed. 
Staff Reports: 
• Chief Johnson begun his staff report by stating that beyond getting all the gear and equipment in, he is 

aligning to set up the fire department financially for the end of the year, with his focus has been making 
sure the cash flow hits at the same time to maintain the finance stability until the end of the year.  Chief 
Johnson reported sending out apparatus for 5 days to the Spokane (Hazard Hill) State Mobilization fire, 
and revenue will be received anywhere between 2-8 months.  Lieutenant Peterson and Resident Haden 
Hicks attended this fire and were successful in coming back safe and they received some very good 
experience. Worked about 120 acres, a smaller fire.   The truck went into the shop due to feathered 
tires, and problems with the A/C.  The Chief described the changes with the list due to difficulty and 
the length of time it took getting a strike team from the South-East due to the quantity of phone calls 
this took.  Now, his teams sent out will sign up for 1-week.  This alleviates some of the possibility his 
guys working 2-weeks.  With the implementation of the resident program, he was able to change things 
around, and he will keep Type 5 engine on the SE region mobilist most likely for the rest of the season 
and when they do get called, they have a sign up with crew sense, the new APP they are using for 
scheduling.  In the event there are not enough volunteers, he will then send a qualified resident up with 
that truck.  This will continue building the books.  For the most part it has been as business usual for 
him and his team.   G. Carrasco had nothing to report to the board.  Chief credited G. Carrasco on her 
work. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
• R. Clizbe asked the board if there was a need to break into Executive Session. The board agreed to 

break from the regular meeting at 6:12 p.m. to hold an executive session for 15 minutes.   The board 
informed the public it was necessary to extend the Executive Session at 6:27 p.m. for 5 minutes.  The 
board then ended the Executive Session and resumed the regular board meeting at 6:27 p.m.  No action 
taken. 

 
GOOD OF THE ORDER 
• Chairman Clizbe asked if the need for emailing approvals on the payment of vouchers will be 

necessary from the board members that attended via zoom.  G. Carrasco responded that this will be 
needed.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business, Chairman Richard Clizbe adjourned the meeting at 6:33 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 

     RICHARD CLIZBE, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
The West Benton Regional Fire Authority’s minutes are intended to be a reasonable summary of the RFA’s governing board 
deliberations and actions.  The Minutes are not a verbatim record of everything said at the meeting.  The minutes include all actions 
taken by the West Benton Regional Fire Authority Board.   
 
 

 
_____________________________________ 

GAYLE CARRASCO, ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


