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When: The Great Prosser Balloon Rally 9/29/18 

Where: Station 310 –1200 Grant Ave Prosser, WA  

West Benton Fire Rescue will be holding its annual biscuits and gravy fundraiser  

breakfast during the Great Prosser Balloon Rally. Enjoy your breakfast for $5 while watching  

the hot air balloons take flight. Then, after your morning breakfast, West Benton Fire Rescue  

will be hosting Tom Denchel’s Ford “Drive 4 UR Community event.”  

For every person who takes a test-drive in a Ford vehicle during our event, Ford Motor  

Company will donate $20. In total, as much as $6,000 could be raised! All proceeds raised will 

benefit the James Wildman Scholarship and many other local organizations. 

Dear Citizens, 

 

As a citizen, I know you have 

heard sirens in the middle of the 

night or seen firetrucks on a 

roadway dealing with an  

emergency, but do you really 

know what we can do? I hope 

this newsletter helps fill in those 

gaps and answers the age-old 

question, “……but what do they do all day?” 

West Benton Fire Rescue provides fire, rescue and  

limited EMS services to a 176 square mile response 

area, which includes Prosser and Whitstran. Annually, 

we respond to over 600 calls per year which include 

structure fires, grass fires, water rescues, vehicle  

collisions, hazardous materials spills, traumatic injuries 

and serious illnesses.  

 

We respond to all those calls with an agency comprised 

of 3 Career Staff and 26 Volunteer Firefighters.  

Knowing that the summer is our busiest time of year, 

we hire 2 seasonal employees to augment our daytime 

responses from June to September. Additionally, we 

have one paid Administrator who keeps the business of 

the Fire Department going forward. 

 

Since we cover a very diverse area, we must have a 

diverse fleet. Our fleet of 21 specialized emergency 

vehicles include structure trucks, grass trucks, water 

trucks, command trucks and a bulldozer. Though our 

fleet is aging, and money is tight, we are making some 

big improvements which include buying a new ladder 

truck and building a new grass truck for next fire  

season. 

 

Many improvements have been identified and plans are 

in the works to continue to improve our response  

capabilities and personnel to better serve you, the  

citizens protected by West Benton Fire Rescue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Seth Johnson 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CHIEF 
SETH JOHNSON 

Greetings, 

 

This newsletter  

highlights the recent  

activities at West Benton Fire 

Rescue.  In the past months 

there have been many exciting 

changes that will benefit our 

community and outlying areas.  

The department recently  

updated our website with a new look and easy access to 

our Facebook page, links to the Fire Board meeting 

minutes, City of Prosser, surrounding fire departments 

and cooperating agencies.  Check us out at  

www.westbentonfirerescue.org and let us know what 

you think. 

 

We have two additions to our staff within the last year 

who join recently promoted Chief Seth Johnson and  

Operations Captain Todd Dormaier. We are pleased to 

welcome Jessica Trevino and Brandon Bowden. Jessica 

was hired to fill an Administrator/secretary position for 

West Benton Fire Rescue created to assist Chief Johnson 

and the board.  Jessica has been instrumental in bringing 

our finances, payroll, and budget into the department 

which were previously outsourced.  Jessica also assists 

Chief Johnson and the fire board with budget items along 

with numerous other duties. 

 

Brandon Bowden was hired to fill the position of  

Training Captain.  Brandon had previously worked for 

Fire District #6 and was a volunteer with West Benton 

Fire Rescue. Like all our staff and volunteers Brandon 

wears multiple hats to assist where needed.   

 

The board thanks all of you for supporting our  

volunteers and staff.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Clizbe 

Fire Board Chairman 

West Benton Fire Rescue 

FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN  
RICHARD CLIZBE 



 

 

 

Crews responded to a residential structure fire on 7.12.18 at 4:45 am. The structure was well involved upon 

firefighters arrival. WBFR firefighters used a defensive attack due to ammunition in the residence. WBFR  

requested mutual aid from Benton County Fire Protection District #2 and Yakima County Fire District #5. 

Benton County Sheriffs office, the power company, and gas company were all on seen. Big thanks to our  

mutual aid partners for sending help.  

NORTH CROSBY ROAD 

PROSSER HIGHT SCHOOL 

WBFR participated in Prosser High 

School’s annual dodgeball tournament. 

While West Benton Fire Rescue had a 

great time, we will have to practice more 

before next year. 

"If you can dodge a wrench, you 

can dodge a ball." 

 

- Patches O'Houlihan 

PROSSER BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

We had a ton of fun hanging out with the Prosser Boys 

& Girls Club on July 9, 2018. Firefighters taught kids 

about each apparatus and how to use a fire hose. 

Thank you for visiting us and come back soon.  

Firefighters responded to a fire between Benton City and 

Prosser that burned three cars, multiple tractors and orchard 

equipment. It started around 11:30 a.m. off I-82 near the  

Gibbon Road exit. The fire burned about ten acres then a 

sudden wind shift pushed it further West. It threatened two 

structures and then spread about 100 acres. Firefighters 

worked to save a home and barn that were in the path of the 

blaze. Firefighters said the homeowner of the house in the 

blaze was asleep when the fire started. 

HANSEN RD  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS 

https://www.facebook.com/prosserclubs/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/prosserclubs/?fref=mentions


 

 

West Benton Fire Rescue was 

out in the Prosser community on 

May 12, 2018 passing out water 

to participants and supporting 

Sage Rat Runner, WBFR  

Commissioner, Wendy  

Fogelson. WBFR would also 

like to Thank firefighter Joe  

Castillo and Washington Tractor 

for helping supply the gators that 

West Benton Fire Rescue used to 

help with EMT and race support.       

SAGE RAT RUN 

We are excited to announce the launch of West Benton Fire  

Rescue’s newly designed website – 

www.westbentonfirerescue.org! Our goal with this newly  

designed website is to create a user-friendly browsing experience 

to both our community and our business partners. We hope you 

enjoy the updated information and the easy of navigation  

whether you’re visiting us from your desktop, tablet, or smart 

phone. Our updated website is offered in English but also has the 

ability to translate to Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, French, German, 

Italian, Spanish, Russian, and Portuguese. 

  

Our idea with this new website is to provide our visitors an easier 

way to learn about West Benton Fire Rescue’s services while  

also allowing the user options to browse additional lifesaving 

information, who we are, and what we are doing in the  

community. Amongst the new features, the site also contains  

integrated social media buttons for Facebook and YouTube to 

foster improved communication with the community on day to 

day activities. We will be constantly updating our content with 

helpful information, articles, blogs, and fire department  

announcements.  

Also new on the websites homepage is an e-mail newsletter signup 

option. Anyone  signing up for our newsletter e-blasts will receive 

information when a new newsletter is available, job  

announcements, available classes, and/or additional information 

about potential emergency situations. We want to foster an ongoing 

dialogue with our citizens. Our goal is to tell our story whether it’s 

highlighting our community service projects, bragging on our  

accomplishments, or celebrating our members. 

WBFR’s NEW WEBSITE  

FIREFIGHTERS IN THE COMMUNITY 

Third graders from Prosser, Washington saw an  

important presentation about summer fire safety on June 

5th. Firefighters from West Benton Fire Rescue were on 

hand to talk to students about life jackets and the  

importance of swimming, bicycle, and firework safety. 

Firefighters also allowed students to use some of the 

equipment that they use on a day to day basis  

FIRE EXTINGUISHER CLASS 

Captain Bowden instructed an course on the 

proper use of fire extinguishers at Chukar 

Cherries. During the half hour training  

Captain Bowden was able to demonstrate the 

P.A.S.S. technique as well as go over some 

visual checks employees should be conducting 

in addition to any maintenance outside  

vendors may conduct. 

When operating a fire extinguisher, remember 

PASS: 
 

Pull the Pin. Hold the extinguisher with the 

nozzle pointing away from you and release the 

locking mechanism. 

Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of 

the fire. 

Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly. 

Sweep the nozzle from side-to-side. 

After this, all employees were able to try their 

hand at firefighting. To schedule a class at 

your business call (509) 786-3873. 

Crews were out on the scene June 4th for a natural 

cover fire off of south Kelanderan Dr. The fire 

burned approximately one acre of land before crews 

were able to put out the fire. One structure was 

threatened, but thanks to a quick response from 

both West Benton Fire Rescue and Benton County 

Fire Protection District #2, the fire was contained 

quickly.  

NATURAL COVER FIRE 

MUTUAL AID 

There was a natural cover fire on June 13, 2018 

near mile post 96 on 1-82 eastbound lanes. West 

Benton Fire Rescue sent two engines to  

assist Benton County Fire Protection District #2  

http://www.westbentonfirerescue.org
https://www.facebook.com/BCFPD2/?fref=mentions


 

 

DOZER LINES 

West Benton Fire Rescue was out on Lincoln Grade 

constructing fire breaks using their bulldozer.  The 

warm and clear afternoon served as a backdrop and 

reminder that fire season is quickly approaching. 

Bulldozer lines are constructed by blading the 

ground and removing flammable plant material 

down to bare soil. 

Training exercises on the bulldozer and other  

machinery are meant to get the operators back into 

familiarization with the machines and touch up on 

their skills while creating a fire line. Familiarity with 

the equipment, and the training that ensues, also 

helps decrease the chance of accidents in the field of 

an inherently dangerous job. The only way operators 

can learn how steep they can go and get back out is 

from experience, by doing it. 

Dozer operators are critical to any firefighting effort 

because of their ability to cut fire breaks and remove 

potential fuel from a fire’s path. They also make it 

possible to clear the way to get firefighters and 

equipment into an area where they couldn’t go  

before. 

You can see more photos and videos of West Benton 

Fire Rescue’s dozer lines by following them on 

the West Benton Fire Rescue facebook page . 

Children from the Messiah Lutheran pre-school and  

pre-kinder class toured West Benton Fire Rescue on March 

26, 2018. Each child was able to learn about the fire  

department, climb on a fire engine, and had time to interact 

with firefighters who taught them about the importance of 

fire safety. 

 

Oftentimes, children will panic and hide during an  

emergency, so the goal is to show them that firefighters are 

real people who want to help them. Having these types of  

interactions with children during a stress free field trip gives 

children a chance to see firefighter without all their heavy 

gear on, learn about protective clothing, and then see a  

firefighter in full rescue gear. West Benton Fire Rescue  

personnel explained to the students that if they ever become 

trapped in their home during a fire, they might encounter  

rescuers dressed in their full rescue gear. 

  SCHOOL TOURS  Crews were working on a natural cover fire on 

6.25.2018 at the Rattlesnake Shooting range. Four 

Washington Department of Natural Resources aircrafts 

supported the shooting range fire efforts.  

RATTLESNAKE SHOOTING RANGE  

Crews worked on a fire toward Benton City on Yakitat 

Road June 28th. The Fire caused little to no visibility for 

I-82. After spending several hours on the scene crews 

were able to put out the fire and mop up the scene.   

YAKITAT ROAD FIRE  

Crews were out on a natural cover fire with 

structures that were threatened on S. Griffin 

Road on July 3. This fire started as a controlled 

burn that quickly got out of control.   

GRIFFIN ROAD FIRE 

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT  

Crews returned from their second motor vehicle  

accident on April 30th. This accident was located on I82 

mile post 84. Despite the serious appearance of the  

accident, the scene was a non-injury incident and both 

drivers walked away.   

http://www.facebook.com/WESTBENTONFIRERESCUE/


 

 

WBFR Firefighters had a mutual aid call 

assisting Grandview fire department. 

What started out as a controlled burn, 

quickly escalated and burned  

approximately an acre of debris and  

vegetation.  

¼ acre natural cover fire occurred on June 14th.  It is  

believed to have been started from a cigarette.  Fire  

threatened two residences and a vehicle however, crews 

managed to get a quick knock on it and contained it.  

NATURAL COVER FIRE  

MUTUAL AID CALL 

Residents of Prosser were told to prepare to evacuate on June 27th as fire spread in the hills above the city. About 

150 firefighters worked all night to fight the Montecito Fire which erupted on a Wednesday evening. The fire has 

burned more than 1800 hundred acres. As of early Thursday morning, firefighters are reporting it was 80 percent 

contained. After a level three evacuation order was put in place, some residents had to leave their homes briefly, 

but the order was lifted as of 4:30 a.m. Thursday. The fire is burning in a mix of cheatgrass, sagebrush and ripen-

ing wheat in the steep hillsides of Horse Heaven Hills. The cause is still under investigation. Local firefighters 

from four surrounding communities have been called in to fight the fire.  

MONTICITO FIRE 

The whole family had fun and learned how science  

contributes to the economy and health in the area at 

the free Prosser Science fair.  

PROSSER SCIENCE FAIR 



 

 

The Scott Firefighter Stairclimb is the world's largest stairclimb competition. It includes over 2,000 firefighters and 

330 departments representing 9 different countries.  This consistently sold-out event is the Leukemia & Lymphoma 

Society's annual fundraiser open solely to firefighters who must compete in full structural turnout gear while on-air. 

The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society develops cancer therapies and advances the production and application of 

many drug treatments. As firefighter’s race to the top of the tower, they keep in mind that every step forward is  

representative of moving toward finding a cure for all those battling a blood cancer. Often firefighters represent a 

community member battling this terrible disease. This year West Benton Firefighters Association represented  

18-year-old, Prosser native, Nate Dixon who is battling Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Nate and his mom were able to  

attend the event as the team’s guest honorees and they truly appreciate the opportunity to learn about this event. It 

goes without saying, that this cause is extremely important to Nate and his family. West Benton Firefighters  

Association raised $2,050.00 through individual and business donations. 100% of those proceeds were contributed 

to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The West Benton Firefighters Association would like to thank Prosser, 

and surrounding communities, for their generous contributions in helping the team reach its current level of  

donations. This year a total of $2.34 Million was raised to Benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The West 

Benton Fire Rescue Association is honored to help a cause that has affected a local family and others within our 

community. 

  27th ANNUAL SCOTT FIREFIGHTER STAIRCLIMB 

1200 Grant Ave Prosser, WA 99350  (509) 786-3873  

www.westbentonfirerescue.org 

FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Max Benitz, Jr.  Richard Clizbe Randy Fox David Moon  Wendy Fogelson  

Career Staff:  

Fire Chief—Seth Johnson 

Operations Captain—Todd Dormaier 

Training Captain—Brandon Bowden 

 

Volunteers:  

Company A Lieutenant—Bill Petersen 

Company B Lieutenant/Paramedic—Brandon Fogelson 

Company C Lieutenant/Paramedic—Scott Friend 

Company D Lieutenant/Paramedic—Keith Johnson 

 

Company A  
Firefighter—Uriel Araiza 

Firefighter/EMT—Philip Chong 

Firefighter—John Estey 

Firefighter—Robert Haringa 

Firefighter—Roy Haringa 

Firefighter—Maurice Reilly 

Company B 

Firefighter—Sidney Ayala  

Firefighter/EMT—Luke Groom 

Firefighter—Braydon Johnson 

Firefighter— Josh Petroff 

 

Company C 

Firefighter—Joe Castillo 

Firefighter—Lionel Martinez 

Firefighter/EMT—Rachael Voegele 

Firefighter— Ryan Austin 

 

Company D 

Firefighter/EMT—Eric Larez 

Firefighter—Art Perez 

Firefighter—Michael Quijano  

Firefighter—Chane Cisneros 


